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I make this statement in response to two Temporary Event Notices served upon Dorset Police 

under the references TEN-001409 and TEN-001410 by BCP Council on behalf the person being 

licensed, Mr Paul Kennedy. 

These Notices are in respect of two consecutive periods of licensed activity between 2/12/2020 

– 6/12/2020 and 8/12/2020 – 13/12/2020 at Saxon Square, Christchurch.  The nature of the 

business is stated as being ‘Christchurch Christmas Market’. 

I am the Dorset Police Silver Commander responsible for the Dorset Police overall response to 

the Covid-19 pandemic.  It is my responsibility to ensure that Dorset Police work with the public 

and local businesses to promote the Covid-19 legislation, provide engagement; explain the 

importance of operating within the legislation and guidance; encourage those that are not 

promoting or meeting the requirements and delivering enforcement measures only when 

necessary as a last resort. 

In delivering these objectives we work with our partners to ensure that we deliver a consistent 

approach throughout all areas of policing, one of which is managing licensed premises. 

I wish to object to these TEN’s on the basis that to grant the permission would, in my opinion, 

cause me significant concern that the licensing objective of Public Safety would be undermined 

and provide an environment that would encourage members of the public to not meet the 

requirements of Covid-19 legislation.  This would therefore likely result in a huge challenge for 
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Dorset Police who would undoubtedly be required to attend and maintain order and enforce the 

legislation. 

I am aware that this event takes place every year and forms part of the festivities that are so 

welcome for the town, however, we have faced unprecedented challenges in relation to Public 

Health and increased demand and strain on all public services since March 2020, which 

continues to be a challenge for all public services as we approach Christmas. 

In response to these challenges, a great deal of events have been cancelled throughout Dorset 

and the rest of the UK by their organisers due to concerns that large crowds will be difficult to 

manage effectively and may further spread the virus and increase demand on our public 

services.   

Examples of the events local to the Christchurch Christmas Market that have been cancelled 

are the Bournemouth Town Centre Christmas Market, Bournemouth Christmas Tree Festival, 

SKATE Bournemouth (Ice Rink), Poole Christmas Market along with many other smaller events 

that I know are relied upon very much by Towns and Villages in the area to provide economic 

growth and much welcomed entertainment for residents and visitors to Dorset. 

There is a significant risk that this event will attract significantly more people than previous 

years as there is such a limited choice for outdoor licensed Christmas events this year. 

I would kindly request that the Licensing Sub-Committee refuse this Temporary Event Notice on 

the grounds that to do so will impact Public Safety and risk undermining the Prevention of Crime 

& Disorder objective.  I am not satisfied from the information provided to me that the organiser 

have sufficient measures in place to manage the potential for a large gathering and it is my 

opinion that there will be a requirement for Police resources to deploy and either support the 

organiser to manage the public or enforce Covid-19 legislation either in relation to the public or 

the organisers



 

 

 


